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Bat Ca Bung

Mién nam Cali bt dau tré lanh, tran mua dau moa d6 xudng nhu trat nwéc. BAau troi xdm den
nhu db chi, nhitng con gié tir mién Bac théi vé 1am cho nhiét d6 dang & mtc 60-70°F chi con
trén dudi 50°F.

Khéng mudn 161 mua di dau ca, ma TV thay canh dan Cuba ty nan & Florida vui mimg truéc céi
chét cua Fidel Castro, nguoi lanh dao doc tai Cong San. Con trén miy dai tiéng Viét toan thi
nhau quang co céac thtr duoc thao, 1am nhu thé 14 tién duoc chira duoc bach bénh dé hét tién
thién ha. Panh mé may nghe nhac, tim lai nhitng bai hat xua cii dé nhé vé ¢d huong xa tham mit
mung...

Ban truong ca Tiéng Hat Song L6 vang 1én:

S6ng L6, séng ngan Viét Bac bai dai ngd lau ndi ring am u.

Thu du bén séng vang tirng nha me: biéc chim mgt mau khoi thu.
S6ng Ld, séng ngan khang chién chay bo lau thwa da tan thén trang.
Ai qua bén ndng hong ldng nhin mau mede séng Lo xira...

Ngay d6, chung t6i mot dam nguoi trai tré da theo
tiéng goi ciia dat nuéc da thoat ly gia dinh, nhap
doan tuyén truyén xung phong dé khoi day long
yéu nudc cua toan thé quan dan. Trong doan co 2
nit ca si: Song Hai nguoi gay gd manh khanh
giong kim, Thu Ha nguoi hoi ddy da giong thd,
nhung khi tiéng hat, giong ngdm cua 2 cb vang
Ién thi ca miy traim nguodi bao gom quan dan,
quay quan trén chiéc san gach rong gan nira mau
yén ling ngoi
nghe bai ca chit
ngat hao huing cia Vian Cao, hay bai tho Tay Tién day cam x(c
cua Quang Diing.

S6ng Mé xa roi Tay Tién oi!

Nhé vé ring nii, nhé choi voi

Sai Khao swong lap dodn quédn moi
Murong Lat hoa vé trong dém hoi
Dac 1én khic khuyu doc tham tham
Heo hat con may, sung ngeri troi...
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Thé rdi chinh sy thay doi, Van Cao, Quang Diing va ca trim ngan thanh nién yéu nuéc khéc bj
kiém thao tu tuong toi boi vi tAc phong “Tiéu tu san” ty my. Bon ching tdi dua bi dwa ra chién
dia 1am bia cho sung dan giic th, dira bo vé thanh trong chién dich Rén Cén, chinh Quan, diét
trir : Tri Phu, Dia Hao, dra ndo con séng sot ciing doi khat va bénh tat day minh va dta nao may
man thoét khoi qué huong khdn kho, thi ciing 18 tim than gia cing vai ndi budn vong qudc...

Bdng tiéng ba vo than yéu vang 1én cau hoi:
Ong oi! Chiéu nay an gi?

Rat cam dong , vi cAu ndy gan nhu duoc nhéc di nhic lai mdi ngay. Tuy da xap xi bat tuan ma
ba van con cit cdng nau nudng nhitng bita com ngon lanh cho t6i. C6 18 dwoc chiéu chudng tir
ba vo trudc, cho nén tdi hoi khé tinh, di ring bita com khong can phai da 3 mén: Canh, Min va
X&0, chi can mot moén 1a di, nhung thay doi hang ngay.

Luc tung tri nhg xem trong c6 mon gi khodi khau hay khdng. Suc nhé may tuan trudc dang ngdi
tram ngam, tha hon vé di vang, chudng dién thoai bong reo vang, tiéng c6 Tan Huong lanh lanh:

Bdc oi! Con vira ndu xong mon ca bung con sé mang lgi biéu bdc dn com chiéu. Bdc doi
con nhé!

M6n ca bung do ¢6 Tan Huong nau thyuc Ia tuyét hao, hon nita ¢ quéa dy dan, nhiing 2 t6 day
ma chi mot t6 thdi. Chung toi phai chia ra 1am 3 1an, méi an hét 2 con mot phan dé trong ta lanh.
T6i voi nhic: Em oi! Hinh nhiwr con ca bung do.

B6 mic ba vo gia 1am bam:
Lgi ca bung niza! Sao éng chira thay chan hay sao?

Nhin qua ctra s6, ngodi kia troi da bot mua. Khoac thém chiéc 4o lanh, t6i mé cira budce ra hang
hién dé xem nhitng cay lan con s6t lai trong dot thanh ly vira qua.
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Jose tang cho nam nao ciing cho mdt chum
hoa ning chiu. Cay nay c6 I& lai giéng tir cay
C. Bactia Grape Wax nén c6 dang cao ngong
va hoa véi 2 mau tim sim va tim nhat.
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Cay Dendrobium moniliforme ‘Samurai’ cia chi
L& Hong cho vai 5-7 canh hoa, moi nim nd vao
thang 2, nam nay dudng nhu mudn tranh nhiing
con lanh sap tGi nén da né sém hon.
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Cay Phaius Joan Heart, hau than cua cay Phaius flavus
va Phaius tankervillae, tang pham cua chi Tugng Kim
Xuyén di ng véi chum hoa vang ludi do, 14 cay c6 nhiing
dém trang ma nhiéu ngudi 1am tuong 12 bi Virus.

Tiéng ba vo lai vang Ién:
Ong oi! Vao nha di kéo roi lai cam lanh! Com
Sdp xong roi.

T6i tro vao trong nha, vira sap xong bat diia, bat ca bung
vira ham lai mui thom hing hic cua tia to bay ra thom
phtrc. Tbi an that cham, nghién ngdm thuong thic mui
vi chua chua cua trai ca Roman méi hai ngoai vuon, bui
bui cta dau phu va béo ngay cua thit chan gio cong vaoi
mui dac trung cua tréi ca, tao thanh mot mon an dac biét
khdng gidng véi bt ky mot mon an nao khac va toi da
hip t6i giot nudc cudi cing. An xong, pha mot ly trd Bac Théi caa ¢d chau ho gui cho tir Ha
Noi, tdi nga ngudi trén ghé s pha nhé lai chuyén xua nam cil...

Khi con & Saigon, mén ca bung gan nhu xuat hién hiang tuan trén ban an cta gia dinh t6i. RO
khi ty nan & Hoa Ky mén nay vang bong dang mat may nim. Cho dén nim 1978 bat dau ¢ lai ¢
Peoria, Illinois nhung thiéu mat 2 mén cha luc do 1a: tia t6, dau phu, con ca lai 1a thi ca tim mém
nhiin, khong ding huong vi chat nao.

Mai téi dau nim 1980, t8i méi nhan duoc 14
tho ctia ngudi Cau gia gui sang tir mién Bic
VN qua nga Paris, do ngudi chau ho chuyén
sang. Trong |4 tho chit viét nho nhu con kién,
c6 kém theo vai goi gidy nho dung vai hat ca
bat tring, tia td va hang tép (cay nay hoi
gidng hdng qué nhung 14 nho hon rat nhiéu va
mui vi khac han, dudong nhu da that truyén).

Mua Thu ndm d6 chung t6i mai tim lai duoc
| huong vi qué nha, nhung tir khi ngudi v hién
' AU, IMMWWI/% R trén 50 nam cii mat di, cac con toi va ba ké
that th1nh thoang maéi nau mon nay, nhung cach nau nuwéng va ném ném khong con nhu xua nira.

Cho dén khi thuong thirc mén ca bung ciia ¢6 Tan Huong tdi mai thdy minh tim lai dwoc chan
troi cii. Phai cong nhan rang tir lau mam, bo kho, canh méng toi niu véi mudp, mén nao cd nau
cling thom ngon, ciing hop véi khau vi cua toi, ¢d 18 vi thém chit mam tom chang?
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S6 t6i thyc 1a may man, tir khi 1ap ra H6i Hoa Lan toi dugc thuong thic kha nhiéu moén ngon
nhu: lau mam, hén xdc béanh trang , goi gan bo, mi quang, goi ga khé chua va tir khi don vé Tiéu
Saigon, nay c6 bod kho, mai c6 hu tiu, thinh thoang lai c6 dé ham thudc Béc nia.

Thém vao d6 ngudi chdu ¢ San Diego thinh thoang lai cho nhitng con cé crappies, la thar cé
(game fish) khéng duoc phép ban & ngoai chg. Céa ndy ma hap véi hanh ging, khong c6 chat
mui tanh va ngon khong thé nao ta cho duoc. BYL

Tir hém & Ta On dén nay, vo chong tdi bira trua,
bita toi ngay nao ciing c6 ga tdy néu khéng thi
Prime Rib, bon cii sao lai kéo phi cua troi. Trua
hdém nay sau khi thuong thac mon banh canh gio
heo, cua bé chang thua kém gi ganh hang rong &
duong Tén That Thiép khi xua, noi c¢6 tiém hu
tiéu Thanh Xuan gan chua Cha Va. Géanh hang
nay chi xuat hién vao khoang 8:30-9 gid sang va
dén 11 gio 1a hét nhan. Thuc khach mac tinh dwa
lung vao gdc cdy, ngdi trén via heé, trén xe Honda hay trong xe hoi khong hé phan biét giau
ngheo...

Vo t0i lai hoi:
Chiéu nay 6ng muén dan gi day?
T6i mudn hoi dua:
Ca bung con niza khdng em?
Nhung biét rang s& gap su phan dbi kich liét, nén danh d6i giong chon mot mén ba hang ua
thich:

Con né vira cho may chiéc Tamales ddy, chiéu nay ching ta d@oi sang mén Mé cho lg
miéng...
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